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ABSTRACT: On 25th August 2025, a White-faced Whistling Duck Dendrocygna viduata was observed in the Kroom Alkhayl area 

(32°04'17.2"N 23°50'04.7"E), approximately 12 km west of Tobruk City, eastern Libya. This constitutes the second national record of the 

species in Libya, following the first observation in 2022 at Al-Saket sewage treatment lagoon, Misrata in Tripolitania (Elsowayeb & Etayeb, 

2022). This new record also represents the first for eastern Libya, indicating a probable eastward extension of the species’ occurrence within 

the country.  
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INTRODUCTION  

    The White-faced Whistling Duck Dendrocygna viduata (Linnaeus, 1766) is a gregarious waterfowl distributed mainly in sub-Saharan Africa, 

Madagascar, Comoro Islands, and South America, from Costa Rica and Trinidad to northern Argentina and Uruguay (Johnsgard, 1965; Del Hoyo 

et al., 1992; Arlott et al., 2021). The species is categorized as Least Concern by the IUCN (BirdLife International, 2016), but its occurrence in 

North Africa remains exceptional.  

     The first record of this species in Libya was reported in May 2022 at the sewage treatment lagoon of Al-Saket, Misrata at the Tripolitania region 

(32°19’11.0"N 15°00’48.3"E) (Elsowayeb an Etayeb, 2022). Here, we present the second Libyan record of the species, and the first from the 

eastern region of the country.  

 

RESULTS  

    On 25th August 2025, one adult White-faced Whistling Duck was observed in Kroom Alkhayl area (32°04'17.2"N 23°50'04.7"E), about 12 km 

west of Tobruk City in Cyrenaica, eastern Libya. The bird was seen, feeding, then shot by a hunter and photographs were taken for documentation 

(Fig. 2: a,b).  

    The diagnostic features included a black neck and head, contrasting white face, long grey bill, and dark body with chestnut flanks, confirming 

the identification as D. viduata.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

                               Fig. 1. a. A lateral view of D. viduata                                                          b. Dorsal side of D. viduata 
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DISCUSSION  

    This new record represents the second confirmed observation of D. viduata in Libya, and the first in its eastern part (Cyrenaica). The observation 

supports the hypothesis of an expanding or irregular vagrancy of the species into North Africa, as previously suggested by records from Iraq (Salim 

et al., 2020) and Socotra, Yemen (Suleiman, 2020).  

     Kroom Alkhayl area, being a coastal cultivated habitat, provides suitable conditions for migratory and vagrant waterbirds in order to avoid 

hunting. This finding highlights the importance of Libyan coastal habitats, particularly the wetlands, both natural and artificial, in supporting 

regional bird diversity despite increasing anthropogenic pressures (Algadry et al., 2022).  

Continued monitoring is necessary to assess whether D. viduata will remain a rare vagrant in Libya or establish a more regular presence.  
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