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ABSTRACT

The Long-legged Buzzard (Buteo rufinus), particularly the North African
breeding subspecies B. r. cirtensis, has long been suspected to breed across
Libya, though precise breeding localities remained undocumented or poorly
verified. This article provides the first confirmed breeding records from two
distinct locations in Libya: the western region near Bani Waleed and the
eastern region in Wadi Annagha in Derna and Tokhara suburb of the city of
Labrag.
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Introduction

Africa, the resident subspecies Buteo rufinus cirtensis has

The Long-legged Buzzard is a large raptor with a wide

been described as a potential breeder across much of
Libya (Bundy, 1976; Rodriguez et al., 2013; Isenmann et

Palearctic distribution (Garrido et al., 2021). In North al., 2016), but confirmation of breeding has been largely

anecdotal or based on indirect evidence. Earlier records
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suggested possible breeding in Tripolitania (Gaskel,
2005), yet no nests were formally documented. However,
potential indicators of a particular ecological health are
key predators, such as raptors. The return of raptors to
their nesting sites is often considered evidence of habitat
recovery with reduced human interference (lezekiel et al.,
2016).

Study Areas and Methods

Western Libya (Bani Waleed region): It is located in
the northwest of Libya, about 180 km southeast of Tripoli
(31°25'53.0"N 13°58'50.4"E). Surveys conducted during
spring and early summer of 2025 revealed a pair of Long-
legged Buzzards occupying a rocky cliff area, exhibiting
territorial behavior and nest defense.

Eastern Libya

Wadi Annagha, near Derna: It is located at the western
entrance to the city of Derna, which is about 300 km east
of the city of Benghazi (32°42'34.8"N 22°32'57.8"E).
Observations in June 2025 included a nest located on a
cliff ledge containing one chick.

Tokhara village is a suburb of the city of Labrag, about
three km east of the city center, which in turn is about 40
km west of the city of Derna (32°47'41.2"N
22°01'33.6"E).

Standard ornithological survey methods were used,
including direct observation with binoculars and scopes,
GPS documentation of nest sites, and behavioral
monitoring to confirm breeding activity (ex: feeding of
chicks).

Results

Nest observed on a limestone outcrop. Adults seen
bringing prey items to the chick in June 2025. Fledging
observed around late June.

Tokhara village

In this area, one active nest of this species was recorded,
after hatching in mid-June 2025, and the chick was still in
the nest (fig. 3).

At each nesting site of this species, several nests of the
same species were observed, but inactive. These findings
represent the first confirmed breeding records of the
species in both the western and eastern parts of Libya,
filling a crucial gap in the species’ regional breeding
distribution.

fFig. (1): Active nest of Long-legged Buzzard in
[Bani Waleed.

Fig. (3): A chick of Long-legged Buzzard in a
nest at Tokhara, Labraq.

Discussion

Bani Waleed

On 23 May 2025 a nest located on a south-facing cliff
with one fledgling. Confirmed parental care and feeding
in late May 2025. Moreover, the fledgling trying to learn
to fly, but clearly not being as good as adults (fig. 1, 2).

Wadi Annagha, near Derna

These observations support the assumption that B. r.
cirtensis is a widespread resident breeder in Libya, as
previously suggested (Bundy, 1976; Isenmann et al.,
2016) but never conclusively demonstrated in these
specific regions. The use of cliffs for nesting is consistent
with known habitat preferences (Hosseini-Zavarei et al.,
2008). These confirmations reinforce the importance of
open and semi-arid habitats, especially near escarpments
and valleys, for the conservation of this raptor.
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Additionally, the confirmed presence of breeding pairs so
far apart Bani Waleed in the west and Wadi Annagha and
Tokhara in the east indicates a potentially continuous or
at least fragmented breeding population across northern
Libya.

Conclusion

The confirmed breeding of the Long-legged Buzzard in
Bani Waleed, Wadi Annagha and Tokhara represents a
significant advancement in understanding the distribution
of B. rufinus cirtensis in Libya. Further systematic
surveys are recommended to assess the full extent of the
species’ breeding range and conservation status.

References

Bundy, G. 1976. The Birds of Libya: An Annotated
Checklist. British Ornithologists' Union.

https://doi.org/10.2307/4512280.

Garrido, J.R., Numa, C., Barrios, V., Qninba, A., Riad,A.,
Haitham, O., Hasnaoui, H., Buirzaygah, S., Onrubia,
A., Fellous-Djardini, A., Saheb, M., Rousselon, K.,
Cherkaoui, S.I., Essetti, 1., Noaman, M., Radi, M.,
Cuzin, F., Irizi, A., Monchaux, G., Hamdi, N., Monti,
F., Bergier, P., Ouni, R., Etayeb, K., Chokri, M.A.,
Azafzaf, H., Gyenge, P., Si Bachir A. and Bakass, B.

2021. The conservation status and distribution of the
breeding birds of prey of North Africa. IUCN: Gland,
Switzerland. Xvi: 102pp.

Gaskell, J. 2005. Recent changes in the status and
distribution of birds in Libya. Sandgrouse 27(2):
126-138.

Goodman, S. M. and Meininger, P.L. 1989. The Birds of
Egypt. Oxford University Press.

https://doi.org/10.2307/4087650

Hosseini-Zavarei, F., Farhadinia, M. S. and Absalan, H.
2008. Habitat Use of Long-Legged Buzzard Buteo
rufinus in Miandasht Wildlife Refuge, Northeastern
Iran. Podoces, 3(1/2): 67-72.

lezekiel, S., Yosef, R., Dimitris E. Bakaloudis, D. E.,
Vlachos, C., Papakosta, M. and Tryjanowski, P.
2016. Breeding ecology of the Long-legged Buzzard
(Buteo rufinus) in an increasing population on
Cyprus. Journal of Arid Environments 135: 12-16.
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jaridenv.2016.08.007

Isenmann, P., Hering, J., Brehme, S., Essghaier, M.,
Etayeb, K., Bourass, E. and Azafzaf, H. 2016.
Oiseaux de Libye. Birds of Libya. Paris,
SEOF/MNHN, 302 pp. ISBN: 2-916802-04-5.

https://doi.org/10.4081/ri0.2017.368

Rodriguez, G., Elorriaga, J. and Ramirez, J. 2013.
Identification of Atlas Long-legged Buzzard and its
status in Europe. Birding World 26 (4): 147-173.

Libyan Journal of Ecological & Environmental Sciences and TeChNOIOGY .......cccovvveveiririemeininieieiseeeieet et 42


https://doi.org/10.2307/4512280

